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A Message from the  
Texas Municipal Courts Association 

 
On behalf of the Texas Municipal Courts Association, let me welcome you to the TMCEC 
Regional Clerks Seminar. Your participation and input in the program is an indication of your 
commitment to improve your education.  
 
The TMCA was created to provide support for municipal court personnel and to improve the fair 
and impartial administration of justice in the municipal courts of Texas. Since 1974, the 
Association has been providing that support. In 1983, TMCA was selected by the Texas Supreme 
Court to receive and administer a grant to provide continuing legal education to municipal court 
personnel. In that same year, TMCA created the Texas Municipal Court Training Center as an 
independent educational entity.  In 1994, the Training Center changed its name to the Texas 
Municipal Courts Education Center and continues to provide a wide range of educational 
programs to our many constituencies.   
 
TMCA sponsors and directs TMCEC programs through policies set by the Board of Directors 
and the TMCA Education Committee.  This oversight and direction ensures that the educational 
seminars and clerk certification programs comply with state requirements. The distinction 
between TMCA and TMCEC is intentional and is maintained so as to permit TMCA to actively 
pursue the legislative interests of our members.  As a state grant recipient, TMCEC is prohibited 
from engaging in legislative activities other than serving as an informational resource.  While 
grant funds are used to pay for the education programs and operating expenses of TMCEC, no 
grant funds are available for TMCA operating expenses. TMCA is wholly dependant upon its 
membership dues and fund raising activities for financial support.  
 
If you have not already become a member, I invite you to join TMCA. Your involvement and 
participation is critical to the continued vitality of the association and the support of municipal 
court personnel across the State.  Membership in TMCA offers a chance to network, a voice in 
your judicial education and an opportunity to impact the quality of justice in Texas municipal 
courts.  I encourage you to visit our website at www.txmca.com where you can find more 
information on how to contact your regional representative, download membership lists, and find 
other resources.  
 
Thank you for coming!    

    
President, TMCA 
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Austin Judges Agenda 
REGIONAL JUDGES SEMINAR 

November 27-29, 2012 
Omni Southpark 

Austin, Texas 78744 
512.448.2222 

 
Tuesday, Day 1            November 27, 2012         
 
12:00 – 5:00 p.m. Registration  
  

1:00 – 5:00 p.m.   Pre-Conference: Tools for Effective Court Administration+ (1.25 hrs. ethics)  
   Mark Goodner, Program Attorney & Deputy Counsel, TMCEC and                              
   Katie Tefft, Program Director, TMCEC 

Wednesday, Day 2           November 28, 2012              
 
6:45 – 7:50 a.m. Registration and Breakfast 
 
8:00 – 8:05 a.m. Announcements 
 Rod Goble, Judge, City of Woodway 
  
8:05 – 9:20 a.m. Things with Wheels*  

Robert J. Barfield, Judge, City of El Lago 
 
9:20 – 9:35 a.m. Break 
 
9:35 – 10:30 a.m. Judicial Demeanor+ (1 hr. ethics) 
 Glenn Phillips, Presiding Judge, City of Kilgore 
 
10:30 – 10:45 a.m. Break 
 
10:45 – 12:00 p.m. Case Law Update+ (.25 hrs. ethics) 
 Ryan Kellus Turner, General Counsel & Director of Education , TMCEC 
  
12:00 – 1:00 p.m. Lunch 
 

 Track A — New & Notable 
Track 

Track B— Foundations 
Track 

Track C—Shared Track 

1:00 –  

1:55 p.m. 

Scenarios & Solutions+  

(.25 hrs. ethics) 
Mark Goodner, Program 
Attorney & Deputy Counsel, 
TMCEC 
 

Magistrate’s Orders of 
Emergency Protection 
Ann Landeros, Attorney, 
Austin 

Foreign Language 
Interpreters+ (.5 hrs. ethics) 
Carrie Chavez, Attorney, 
Dallas 

2:05 –  

2:55 p.m. 

Taking Juvenile Statements 
Kameron Johnson, 
Juvenile Public Defender, 
Travis County 

Ordinances Overview 
Ryan Henry, Attorney, Law 
Offices of Ryan Henry, San 
Antonio 

Talking to Your Town: 
DRSR+* (.25 hrs. ethics) 
Lindsey Mena, Juvenile Case 
Coordinator, City of San 
Marcos 

3:05 –  

3:55 p.m. 

School Attendance 
Sharon Pruitt, Assistant 
General Attorney, Office of 
Attorney General, Austin 

Citations and Complaints 
Joseph Gorfida, Partner, 
Nichols, Jackson, Dillard, 
Hager & Smith LLP, Dallas 

Understanding 3rd Party 
Collections  
Glenn Lewis, Presiding 
Judge, City of Forest Hill 

 



 

Funded by a grant from the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals  

 Track A Track B Track C 

4:05-5:00 p.m. 

 
Texas Lawyers Assistance 
Program+ (1hr. ethics) 
Cameron Vann, Attorney, 
Texas Lawyer’s Assistance 
Program, Austin 

 
Court Decorum+  

(.25 hrs. ethics) 
Terry Elizondo, Associate 
Judge, City of Southside 
Place 

 
Alive @ 25*  

Kevin Cotton, Training 
Director, Texas Alive Team 
and Deputy Sheriff, Travis 
County  

 
Thursday, Day 3                      November 29, 2012 
 
6:45 – 7:50 a.m. Breakfast 
 

 Track A Track B 

8:00 –  

9:05 a.m. 

The Silver Tsunami: Courts and the 
Growing Elder Population* 
Mark Goodner, Program Attorney & Deputy 
Counsel, TMCEC 
 

Introduction to Tablets** 
Jameson Crain, Multimedia Specialist, TMCEC 
&  Hope Lochridge, Executive Director, TMCEC 
(limited to 12 participants) 

9:20 –  

10:30 a.m. 

 Immunity+ (.5 hr.  ethics) 
Ryan Henry, Attorney, Law Offices of Ryan 
Henry, San Antonio 
 

Introduction to Tablets** 
Jameson Crain, Multimedia Specialist, TMCEC 
& Hope Lochridge, Executive Director, TMCEC 
(limited to 12 participants) 

 
10:45 - 12:00 p.m.           Fines by Me: A Judicial Primer on the Law and Social Science Relating to the    
                                         Imposition of Fines in Criminal Cases+ (.25 hrs. ethics)      

                                         Ryan Kellus Turner, General Counsel & Director of Education, TMCEC  

12:00 Noon                      Adjourn 

 
 
* Denotes Municipal Traffic Safety Initiatives (MTSI) or Driving on the Right Side of the Road (DRSR) curriculum 
funded by a grant from the Texas Department of Transportation. 
** This session will be limited to the first 12 judges who sign up and offered for JEC credit only, no CLE. 
+ Denotes course that shall be submitted for ethics MCLE credit. 
 
Note on CLE Credit: 
 If you are seeking CLE credit, rather than taking the judicial exemption, please see TMCEC Registration Desk 

regarding payment of the voluntary CLE fee. 
 
CLE Credit: 
 14 hours = 1-5 Pre-Conference on Day 1, 8-5 on Day 2 and 8-12 on Day 3  
 10.5 hours = 8-5 on Day 2 and 8-12 on Day 3 
 7 hours = 8-5 on Day 2  
 
Note on Judicial Education Credit: 
    16 hours = 1-5 Pre-Conference on Day 1, 8-5 on Day 2 and 8-12 on Day 3  
 12 hours = 8-5 on Day 2 and 8-12 on Day 3 
 8 hours = 8-5 on Day 2 

 

Why the difference? Judicial education credits include time for breaks. 



FIRST NAME LAST NAME HIRE DATE CITY STREET ADDRESS CITY ZIP COURT PHONE REGION
Don Adams  09/12/2005 Sunrise Beach Village 124 Sunrise Dr Sunrise Beach 78643-9283 VI
Bill Ashbaugh  01/01/1981 Sunset Valley 3205 Jones Rd Sunset Valley 78745-1332 (512) 251-6063 x274 VI
Herman Atchison  09/19/2011 Iowa Colony 12003 County Road 65 Rosharon 77583 (281) 369-2471 VIII
Donald Banman  06/06/2011 Denison Attention: Denison Municipal CoDenison 75021-3023 (903) 464-4437 III
Keith Barton  12/05/1991 Abilene 555 Walnut Abilene 79604 (325) 676-6479 V
Gina Bassham  10/01/2009 Hughes Springs PO Box 485 Hughes Springs 75656-0485 (903) 639-7268 IV
Colleen Batchelor  03/11/1983 Bryan Post Office Box 1000 Bryan 77805 (979) 209-5400 VII
Stephanie Beamer  04/01/2003 Fort Worth 1000 Throckmorton St Fort Worth 76102-6312 (817) 392-6728 II
Donna Beckett  05/01/1999 Austin PO Box 2135 Austin 78768-2135 (512) 974-4842 VI
Shellena Bivens  05/23/2011 Coffee City 7019 Pleasant Ridge Road Coffee City 75763 (903) 876-3414 IV
Terry Blanchard  11/08/2006 Rockdale P.O. Box 586 Rockdale 76567 (512) 446-2511 VI
John Blythe  12/14/2006 Petersburg PO Box 326 Petersburg 79250-0326 806-667-3461 I
Kim Brown  09/21/2004 Lakeway 104 Cross Crk Lakeway 78734-4465 (512) 314-7562 VI
Don Cannon  01/20/2012 Manor PO Box 589 Manor 78653-0589 (512) 272-8178 VI
Winifred Cannon  08/22/2012 Dallas 2014 Main St Dallas 75201-4426 (214) 670-0109 III
Erik Cary  03/15/2004 Austin PO Box 2135 Austin 78768-2135 (512) 974-4842 VI
Sylvia Castillo  01/08/2008 Houston 1400 Lubbock Rm #214 Houston 77002 (713) 247-5464 IX
Gilland Chenault  10/18/2012 Corinth 3300 Corinth Pkwy. Denton 76208 940-498-3236 II
Julie Clancy  06/01/2006 Dallas 2014 Main Street Dallas 75201 (214) 670-5573 III
Alva Cook  06/13/1988 Woodville 400 W Bluff St Woodville 75979-5122 (409) 283-3255 VIII
Stanley Cotton  12/01/1997 Mexia 211 N Sherman St Mexia 76667-2856 (254) 562-4181 VI
Grady Coulter  04/14/2004 Bronte Post Office Drawer K Bronte 76933-0370 (325) 473-3461 V
Steven Crews  08/31/2011 Magnolia 18111 Buddy Riley Blvd. Magnolia 77354 (8329340605 VIII
Jason Cruz  09/21/2009 Natalia PO Box 270 Natalia 78059-0270 (210)-665-2206 V
Leslie Dawson  08/24/2000 San Saba 500 E Wallace St San Saba 76877-3608 (325) 372-5746 VI
Jim Dear  01/23/2008 Llano 301 West Main Llano 78643 (325) 247-1928 VI
James Eyskens  03/06/1995 Sunset Valley 3205 Jones Rd Sunset Valley 78745-1332 (512) 892-1389 VI
David Florence  04/22/1980 Grapevine PO Box 2413 Grapevine 76099-2413 (817) 410-3284 II
Kimberly Gamble  03/25/2009 Houston 1400 Lubbock Street Houston 77002-1526 (713) 247-5464 IX
Barbara Garcia  03/15/2004 Austin PO Box 2135 Austin 78768-2135 (512) 974-4841 VI
William Gibson  10/15/2003 Manor PO Box 589 Manor 78653-0589 (512) 272-8178 VI
Allen Gilbert  05/15/1974 San Angelo 110 S Emerick St San Angelo 76903-5510 (325) 657-4366 V
Steven Gilbert  01/01/1994 Richmond 402 Morton St Richmond 77469-3121 (281) 342-4116 IX
Rodney Goble  10/01/1986 Woodway 920 Estates Dr Woodway 76712-3432 (254) 757-0070 VI
Alison Grant  10/18/2012 Corinth 3300 Corinth Pkwy. Denton 76208 (972) 434-0021 II
Mark Gropp  11/05/2002 Itasca 126 N Hill St Itasca 76055-2103 (254) 687-2201 VI
Cinderela Guevara  05/29/2009 Marfa PO Box 787 Marfa 79843-0787 (432) 729-3890 V
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Lucy Gutierrez  02/28/2008 Richmond 600 Morton St Richmond 77469 (281) 342-0578 IX
Roberto Gutierrez  07/22/2009 Driscoll PO Box 178 Driscoll 78351-0178 361-767-0096 X
Kathleen Henley  01/20/1997 McAllen PO Box 220 McAllen 78505-0220 (956) 681-2900 X
Belinda Herrera  09/28/2001 Austin Post Office Box 1088 Austin 78767 (512) 974-4800 VI
Charlotte Hinds  02/01/2009 Bastrop 104 Grady Tuck Ln Bastrop 78602-4121 (512) 581-0900 VII
Douglas Hudman  04/18/2000 Azle 613 Southeast Pkwy Azle 76020-3654 (817) 444-2541 II
Bonnie Huett  11/09/1993 Comanche 110 East Grand Comanche 76442 (325) 356-7129 II
Edward Jendrzey  12/01/2011 Waxahachie PO Box 757 Waxahachie 75168-0757 (972) 937-7330, x262 VI
Constance Johnson  07/23/2012 Victoria 107 W. Juan Linn St. Victoria 77901 361-485-3050 X
Dale Johnson  06/04/2007 Junction 730 Main St. Junction 76849 (325) 446-2400 V
Charles Jones  09/01/2011 Itasca 126 N Hill St Itasca 76055-2103 (254) 689-2201 VI
Ronald Jones  02/19/2008 Smithville 317 Main St Smithville 78957 (512) 237-3282 VII
Stanley Kerr  01/01/2000 Austin PO Box 2135 Austin 78768-2135 (512) 974-4842 VI
Donna King  11/01/2007 Leander 200 West Willis Street Leander 78641 (512) 259-1239 VI
Ramey Ko  01/14/2010 Austin PO Box 2135 Austin 78768-2135 (512) 974-4800 VI
Antonio Kosta  09/01/1997 Harker Heights 305 Millers Crossing Harker Heights 76548-5666 (254) 953-5608 VI
Beverly Landers  05/01/1996 Austin PO Box 2135 Austin 78768 (512) 247-4115 VI
Robert Lee  11/07/2007 Giddings 118 E. Richmond Giddings 78942 (979) 540-2707 VII
Richard Loza  08/25/2000 Natalia 2078 Highway 132N Natalia 78059 (830) 663-2926 V
Vincent Luizzi  10/01/1982 San Marcos 630 E Hopkins St San Marcos 78666-6314 (512) 245-3142 VII
Ninfa Mares  07/01/1994 Fort Worth 1000 Throckmorton St Fort Worth 76102-6312 (817) 392-6715 II
Elaine Marshall  07/01/1987 Houston 1400 Lubbock St Houston 77002-1526 (713) 247-5464 IX
Claudia Martinez  03/28/2011 Fort Worth 1000 Throckmorton Fort Worth 76102 817-392-2861 II
Christopher Matt  03/04/2008 Corpus Christi 120 N Chaparral St Corpus Christi 78401 (361) 826-2520 X
F. Witcher McCullough  09/14/2012 Austin PO Box 2135 Austin 78768-2135 (512) 974-4842 VI
Westy Meisenheimer  12/14/2010 Waskom PO Box 730 Waskom 75692-0730 (903)-687-2694 IV
Marilyn Miller  08/01/2000 Dripping Springs PO Box 384 Dripping Springs 78620-0384 (512) 894-0319 VII
Stewart Milner  08/10/1992 ArlingtonDivision: JUD PO Box 90403, MS 63-0200 Arlington 76004-3403 (817) 459-6980 II
Steven Monk  04/10/2008 Richmond 402 Morton Road Richmond 77469 (281) 342-4040 IX
Ben Neece  07/30/2001 Brownsville 1034 E Levee St Brownsville 78520-5165 (956) 548-7181 X
Joseph Oswald  11/21/1995 Cedar Park 911 Quest Blvd. Cedar Park 78613 (512) 259-0400 VI
David Pareya  10/01/1995 West PO Box 97 West 76691-0097 (254) 826-4607 VI
Daniel Pelech  11/16/2001 Yoakum Post Office Box 738 Yoakum 77995 (361) 293-6321 VII
Cathy Penn  10/01/2007 Rockwall 205  West Rusk Rockwall 75087 (972) 772-2636 III
Francisco Ponce  08/12/2011 Carrizo Springs 308 West Pena Street Carrizo Springs 78834 (830) 876-3254
William Ragsdale  09/01/2011 Ingram 230 Highway 39 Ingram 78025-3264 (830)-367-5115 V
Rodney Ramsey  08/04/2008 Bardwell Post Office Box 271 Bardwell 75119 (972) 646-5332 VI
Aida Rivas  03/06/2007 Palmview 400 W Veterans Blvd. Palmview 78572 (956) 581-7411 X
Margaret Robbins  09/27/2011 Montgomery PO Box 708 Montgomery 77356 (936) 597-6434 VIII
Paula Rosales Aldana 09/01/2012 Dallas 2014 Main St, Room 331 Dallas 75201-4426 (214) 671-9901 III
Olivia Ruiz  08/23/2012 Austin PO Box 2135 Austin 78768-2135 (512) 974-4841 VI
Grover Russell  06/12/2012 Center PO Box 1900 Center 75935-1900 IV



Kevin Schleicher  04/20/2011 Ingleside on the Bay 475 Starlight Drive Ingleside 78362 (361) 776-5451 X
Gary Schroeder  12/16/2009 Brady 201 East Main Brady 76825 (325) 597-2156 V
Troy Scott  02/01/1999 Denver City PO Box 1539 Denver City 79323-1539 (806) 592-8880 I
Adam Silverman  12/07/2003 Houston 1400 Lubbock St Rm 214 Houston 77002-1526 (713) 247-5464 IX
Peggy Simon  03/08/2005 Burnet PO Box 1369 Burnet 78611-7369 (512) 756-2822 VI
Charles Spain  11/01/2010 Houston 1400 Lubbock St, Room 214 Houston 77002-1526 (713) 247-5464 IX
Charles Sparks  05/01/1999 Hamilton 200 E. Main Hamilton 76531 (254) 386-8116 VI
Rena Spinney  05/24/2005 Kempner PO Box 660 Kempner 76539-0660 (512) 932-2180 VI
Joyce Spisak  01/01/2005 Fredericksburg 125 Main Street Fredericksburg 78624 (830) 997-9935 VII
Matthew Vahalik  09/01/2011 Brookshire PO Box 160 Brookshire 77423-0160 (281) 934-1726 VIII
Kenneth Vitucci  02/01/1994 Austin PO Box 2135 Austin 78768-2135 (512) 974-4842 VI
Troy Voelker  08/01/1988 Round Rock 301 W Bagdad Ave Round Rock 78664 (512) 218-5485 VI
Andrea Walker  09/23/2010 Tomball 401 Market St Tomball 77375-4671 (281) 351-7894 IX
Lucas Wilson  06/01/2004 Hutto 401 W. Front St. Hutto 78634-0639 (512)-930-5999 VI
Jan Yenawine  05/18/2010 Volente 15403 Hill St Volente 78641-6161 (512) 250-2075 VI
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SEMINAR INFORMATION SHEET 
 
 
 
Welcome to our seminar for Regional Judges. If you have questions that this information sheet does not answer, the 
Center staff will be glad to assist you. We hope you enjoy the program. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
The Board of Directors of Texas Municipal Courts Education Center has ruled that attendance records are mandatory. In 
order for you to receive a certificate of attendance for this seminar, you must attend all 8 hours on Day2. Roll may 
be called at any time and failure to attend without first informing a Center staff employee prior to missing can cause you 
to not receive attendance credit for the program. If you are late entering any session, please inform a staff member prior 
to entering the room. Your badge is your proof of identification. Please wear it at all times during the seminar. The badge 
also serves as your ticket to enter the room where the breakfast and lunches are served. 
 
SMOKING AND ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION 
 
The Texas Municipal Courts Association Board of Directors has adopted the following policy: No one shall smoke in 
any classroom, dining rooms, or any area adjacent to the classrooms during the TMCEC seminars. Smoking will be 
permitted only outside the hotel or other common areas away from the meeting rooms and break areas.   The possession 
or consumption of alcohol by participants during TMCEC provided classes, breaks, or meals is prohibited. 
 
MEAL INFORMATION 
 
The Center provides breakfast and lunch on Day 2 and breakfast only on Day 3 to the participants while they are 
attending the seminar. Guests are not allowed to attend the meal functions with the participant. 
 
CLASS TIMES 
 Day 1 1:00 – 5:00 p.m. Registration 

1:00 – 5:00 p.m. Pre-Conference:  
 Tools for Effective Court Administration 

 
 Day 2 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
   
 Day 3 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

 
CHECK OUT 
 
The hotel has a set check out time. It will be announced on the first day during the welcoming announcements. Please 
ensure that you do not go beyond this time. Extra-day charges imposed by the hotel will be your responsibility. 
 
VENDORS 
 
The Texas Municipal Courts Education Center and the Texas Municipal Courts Association, as grantee, do not endorse, 
recommend, or imply approval of any or all vendors represented in person or by materials/displays at or near 
TMCEC/TMCA sponsored meetings and seminars. 
 
INFORMATION PRESENTED AT THE SEMINAR 
 
The information presented at this seminar reflects the viewpoints of the instructors and does not necessarily express the 
opinion of the Center, Board, or Committees. 
 
 
Federal and state statutes prohibit employment discrimination on the basis of disability, age, race, color, religion, sex, or 
national origin. Sexual harassment is included among the prohibitions. The TMCEC strongly disapproves of any form of 



discrimination or harassment at its seminars, meetings or within its work environment. Employees, participants, faculty, 
and volunteers who have experienced or observed any acts that they believe may be prohibited by federal, state, or 
common law should report the incident to the TMCEC Executive Director immediately. All such alleged acts will be 
investigated and consideration given to the appropriate action, if any, to be taken. 
 
CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES 
There shall be no campaigning for the TMCEC/TMCA Board of Directors during TMCEC classes. For the purposes of 
this section, “campaigning” means activities and communications in any form by or on behalf of a nominee as an Officer 
or Director of TMCEC/TMCA. 
 
Please check your address & telephone number listed on the roster and notify 
the TMCEC staff of any corrections or changes. Corrections are to be written on 
the provided space located at the bottom of the Request for Certification form 
that will be handed out prior to the end of the seminar. 

 
 



TEXAS MUNICIPAL COURTS EDUCATION CENTER 
FACULTY ROSTER 

Regional Judges Seminar 
November 27 ‐28, 2012 

Austin, Texas 
 

 
Robert Barfield 
Attorney at Law 
Robert J. Barfield Law Office 
609 Bradford Avenue  
Kemah, TX 77565 
713.941.1329 (o) 
robert@barfieldlawfirm.com 
 
Carrie Chavez 
Attorney at Law 
13901 Midway Road, Ste. 102-304 
Dallas, TX 75244 
972.365.8052 (o) 
carrie_chavez@verizon.net 
 
Kevin Cotton 
Texas Alive Team Training Director /  
Travis County Sheriff's Deputy 
P.O. Box 201863 
Austin, TX 78720 
(512) 497-1119 
kevin.cotton@texasaliveteam.org 
 
Jameson Crain 
Multimedia Specialist  
TMCEC  
2210 Hancock Drive  
Austin, TX  78756  
512.320.8274 (o)    
512.435.6118 (f)  
crain@tmcec.com 
 
Terry Elizondo   
Associate Judge  
City of Southside Place  
6309 Edloe Street  
Houston, TX  77005-3617  
713.668.2341 x11 (o)    
713.668.3305 (f)  
tlelizondo@aol.com 
 
Mark Goodner   
Program Attorney &  
Deputy Counsel  
TMCEC  
2210 Hancock Drive  
Austin, TX 78756  
512.320.8274 (o)  
512.435.6118 (f)  
goodner@tmcec.com  
 
Melissa Goodwin  
Justice 
3rd Court of Appeals 
P.O. Box 12547  
Austin, TX 78711-2547  
512.463.1733 (o)   
512.463.1685 (f)  
melygdwn@gmail.com 

 

Joseph Gorfida 
Partner 
Nichols, Jackson, Dillard, Hager, & Smith  
1800 Lincoln Plaza  
500 N Akard St 
Dallas, Texas 75201 
214.965.9900 (o) 
214.965.0010 (f) 
jgorfida@njdhs.com 
 
Ryan Henry 
Attorney  
Offices of Ryan Henry, PLLC  
1380 Pantheon Way, Suite 215 
San Antonio, TX  78232  
210.257.6357 (o) 
210.569.6494 (f) 
ryanhenry@rshlawfirm.com 
 
Kameron Johnson  
Juvenile Public Defender 
Travis County  
2201 Post Road, Suite 201 
P.O. Box 1748 
Austin, TX  78767 
512.854.4128 (o) 
kameron.johnson@co.travis.tx.us 
 
Ann Landeros 
Attorney  
1507 Alta Vista  
Austin, TX  78704  
512.448.2531 (o)    
ALAND1010@aol.com 
 
Glenn Lewis   
Presiding Judge  
City of Forest Hill  
3219 East California Pkwy. 
Forest Hill, TX  76119  
817.568.3046 (o)   
817.984.8254 (f)  
bspence@foresthilltx.org 
 
Hope Lochridge 
Executive Director  
TMCEC  
2210 Hancock Drive  
Austin, TX  78756  
512.320.8274 (o)    
512.435.6118 (f)  
hope@tmcec.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lindsey Mena 
Juvenile Case Coordinator 
City of San Marcos 
630 E Hopkins St  
San Marcos, TX 78666 
512.393.8190 (o) 
512.353.1743 (f) 
lmena@sanmarcostx.gov 
 
Sharon Pruitt  
Assistant General Attorney 
Texas Attorney General’s Office  
P.O. Box 12548  
Austin, TX 78711-2548  
512.936.6406 (o)    
512.370.9355 (f)  
sharon.pruitt@texasattorneygeneral.gov 
 
Katie Tefft 
Program Director  
TMCEC  
2210 Hancock Drive  
Austin, TX  78756  
512.320.8274 (o)    
512.435.6118 (f)  
tefft@tmcec.com 
 
Ryan Kellus Turner   
General Counsel & 
Director of Education 
TMCEC  
2210 Hancock Drive  
Austin, TX  78756  
512.320.8274 (o)    
512.435.6118 (f)  
turner@tmcec.com 
 
Cameron Vann 
Attorney 
Texas Lawyer's Assistance Program 
1414 Colorado Austin, TX, 78701 
512.427.1453 (o) 
512.427.4127 (f) 
Cameron.Vann@TEXASBAR.COM 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
ROBERT J. BARFIELD 
 
Mr. Barfield was born and raised in Pasadena, Texas.  
He is a graduate from Harvard College (1991) and the 
University of Houston Law Center (1993).  He 
currently maintains a criminal defense practice 
focusing on Class C misdemeanors.  Mr. Barfield is a 
Municipal Judge in the City of El Lago. He also 
serves as a Prosecutor for the Texas City Municipal 
Court. 
 
CARRIE CHAVEZ 
 
Ms. Chavez is an attorney in private practice in 
Dallas, specializing in Juvenile Delinquency and 
Child Welfare cases. Ms. Chavez attended the 
University of Texas at Austin, receiving a B.A. in 
Government in 1990. She received her J.D. in 1993 
and was licensed to practice law that same year. Her 
areas of practice have included criminal prosecution, 
criminal defense, and family law. In addition to 
having her own law practice, she previously worked 
for the Dallas County District Attorney’s Office and 
the Collin County District Attorney’s Office. Ms. 
Chavez served as a Municipal Court Judge for the 
City of Dallas from 2004 to 2012. 
 
KEVIN COTTON 
 
Mr. Cotton is the Chairman of the Board of Directors 
and training director for the Texas Alive Team. He has 
spent much his career focused on issues related to 
juvenile justice and has brought that wealth of 
experience to the Texas Alive Team. He has been a 
Travis County Sheriff’s deputy for the last ten years. 
Six of those years, Kevin has acted as a school 
resource officer serving in Austin area high schools. 
Prior to his career with the Sheriff’s office, Kevin 
served as a juvenile probation officer in Travis 
County. 

          
 
 
   
 

 
 
 

 
JAMESON CRAIN 
 
Mr. Crain is the Multimedia Specialist for the Texas 
Municipal Courts Education Center.  Jameson 
graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Political 
Science from Arizona State University in 2008.  
Before TMCEC, he gained work experience in video 
production, photography, graphic design, and web 
development.   In his spare time he enjoys designing 
and screen printing shirts and posters, mountain 
biking, and playing the drums. 
 
TERRY LEA ELIZONDO 
 
Judge Elizondo has serves as an Associate Judge, City 
of Southside Place since 2000. She is a Seattle, 
Washington native with a B.A. & M.A. from Seattle 
University. Prior to law school Judge Elizondo taught 
Physical Science and English in Houston, Texas and 
Colon, Republic of Panama. Judge Elizondo graduated 
from South Texas College of Law in 1977 and worked 
as Corporate Counsel for two large corporations until 
1984. She has been in private practice over 25 years 
with an emphasis on law relating to children. Judge 
Elizondo was president of the Association of Women 
Attorneys-Houston and is an experienced presenter at 
State Bar of Texas and Houston Bar Association 
programs. 
 
MARK GOODNER  
 
Mr. Goodner serves as the Presiding Judge for the 
City of Woodcreek and is the Program Attorney and 
Deputy Counsel for the Texas Municipal Courts 
Education Center.  Prior to joining the Center, he 
worked in civil litigation in Austin.  Mr. Goodner 
graduated from the University of Texas, School of 
Law with a juris doctorate and certification in the 
Graduate Portfolio Program in Dispute Resolution in 
May of 2007.  While in law school, he worked in the 
mediation clinic, was a finalist in the Thad T. 
Hutcheson Moot Court Competition, and served on 
the executive board of Assault & Flattery. 
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MELISSA GOODWIN 

 
Justice Goodwin is a Justice on the 3rd Court of 
Appeals. Former Criminal District Court Judge for the 
427th District Court, Travis County and the Justice of 
the Peace for Precinct 3, Travis County.  
 
Justice Goodwin has over 8 years appellate experience 
as an attorney for the Court of Criminal Appeals. 
Former partner and attorney at the law firm of Potts & 
Reilly, LLP.  She also served the State of Texas as a 
Commissioner for the Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement Office Standards and Education, the 
Professional Ethics Committee, and the Judicial Ethics 
Committee.    
 
JOSEPH GORFIDA 
 
Mr. Gorfida is a partner with the law firm of Nichols, 
Jackson, Dillard, Hager and Smith in Dallas.  He is the 
city attorney for numerous cities including the City of 
Desoto, City of Lucas, and Hutchins. 
Joe Gorfida has also served as an Associate Judge for 
the city of Plano and also started his legal career in 
Plano as an assistant City Attorney. 
 
RYAN S. HENRY 
 
Ryan Henry graduated with honors from New Mexico 
State University with dual bachelor's degrees in 
Criminal Justice and Psychology in 1995. He attended 
law school at Texas Tech School of Law and 
graduated in May of 1998. While attending law 
school, Ryan began clerking for the Lubbock City 
Attorney's Office and began prosecuting in municipal 
court. As a result, he began working with 
municipalities and their municipal courts, even before 
he graduated from law school.  So began his career 
supporting local governments. Upon graduation, Ryan 
began working in Brownsville, Texas, defending 
governmental entities in the area. In June of 2002, 
Ryan moved to San Antonio and continued working 
with municipalities with a  San Antonio law firm at 
which he eventually became a partner in 2011. In 
2012, Ryan started the Law Offices of Ryan PLLC 
taking representation of local governments to the next 
level by integrating technology into the efficient and 
cost saving art of practice. 
 
KAMERON JOHNSON 
 
Mr. Johnson is the Juvenile Public Defender for 
Travis County, Austin, Texas.  Kameron Johnson 
received his law degree from The University of Texas 
School of Law and is licensed to practice in both  

federal and state courts. He is board certified by the 
Texas Board of Legal Specialization in both Criminal 
Law and Juvenile Law. He is also a former adjunct 
professor at The University of Texas School of Law 
where he has taught juvenile law and trial and 
appellate advocacy. 
 
ANN LANDEROS 
 
From January 2010 through August 2012, Ann 
Landeros was the Domestic Violence Resource 
Attorney for the Office of Court Administration 
(OCA).  A graduate of Rice University and the 
University of Houston Law Center, Ann has been 
licensed as an attorney since 1984.  She has worked as 
a briefing attorney for the Fourteenth Court of 
Appeals, an assistant Travis County Attorney, an 
assistant general counsel for the State Bar of Texas,  a 
state administrative law judge, and an appellate 
attorney for the Texas Department of Criminal Justice.  
After joining OCA, Ann compiled the first Texas 
Family Violence Benchbook and developed OCA’s 
Remote Interpreter Project, which provides licensed 
court interpreters at no cost in civil cases involving 
intimate partner violence.  She is now retired and 
attending graduate school at Texas State University.   
 
GLENN O. LEWIS 
 
Mr. Lewis is currently a partner in the law firm of 
Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP. Prior to 
joining the firm, he practiced law with his brother, 
Judge Terry Lewis, in the Fort Worth firm of Lewis 
and Lewis. 
 
In addition to his duties at Linebarger Goggan Blair & 
Sampson, Mr. Lewis serves as the Presiding 
Municipal Judge in the Tarrant County City of Forest 
Hill, Texas. 
 
Mr. Lewis concluded 10 years of Service in the Texas 
House of Representatives when the 79th Session of the 
Texas Legislature commenced on January 11, 2005.  
 
After graduating from Paul Laurence Dunbar High 
School in Fort Worth, he enrolled at Prairie View 
A&M University. Prior to graduation, he returned 
home to Fort Worth where he completed his 
undergraduate work. He earned an A.A. degree from 
Tarrant County College and a B.A. from Texas 
Wesleyan University. He went on to earn a Doctor of 
Jurisprudence degree from The University of Texas 
School of Law in Austin, Texas. 
 
He was recently appointed to the Texas State 
Advisory Committee to the United States Commission 



on Civil Rights. In 2010, he was chosen by the Fort 
Worth Business Press as one of 12 “Power Attorneys” 
in Tarrant County. He is also Vice Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of United Way of Tarrant County. 
 
HOPE LOCHRIDGE 
 
Ms. Lochridge has served as the Executive Director of 
the Texas Municipal Courts Education Center since 
1991. Prior to that she was the Director of the Public 
Service/Law-Related Education Department of the 
State Bar of Texas and the Executive Director of Law 
Focused Education, Inc., a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
corporation dedicated to educating young people 
about the law. She earned a B.A. in Government from 
Beloit College in Wisconsin and a Masters in Human 
Resource Development from the University of Texas 
at Austin. A native Texan, she has a 26 year old 
daughter, Molly (who is currently a law student at the 
University of Texas at Austin), and enjoys outdoor 
recreation and travel.  
 
LINDSEY MENA 
 
Ms. Mena attended Texas State University- San 
Marcos, where she studied Applied Sociology with an 
emphasis in Deviance and Social Control.  She 
graduated in May 2010 and begin working as a 
Juvenile Case Coordinator for the City of San Marcos 
in July 2010.  She is beginning the 3rd straight year 
with the outreach program throughout the city and has 
enjoyed watching it expand each year.  She has been 
married for 2 years and they just recently had their 
first child, a little boy, this past summer.   
 
SHARON PRUITT 
 
Ms. Pruitt is a staff attorney with Juvenile Crime 
Intervention (JCI) of the Texas Office of the Attorney 
General. Mrs. Pruitt addresses legal questions from 
law enforcement and school officials, updates 
juvenile-related agency publications, and conducts 
legal training programs. She has presented juvenile 
and education-related legal topics at statewide and 
regional conferences for law enforcement, educators 
and administrators, and probation officials. She 
previously served as Chair of the State Bar of Texas 
Juvenile Law Section Council.  
 
Before joining the Office of the Attorney General, 
Mrs. Pruitt was a juvenile prosecutor for the Gregg 
County District Attorney’s Office. She has also 
prosecuted in Smith County and in Harris County. In 
2001, Mrs. Pruitt became Board Certified in Juvenile 
Law and co-authored Juveniles published by TDCAA. 
 

KATIE TEFFT 
 
Ms. Tefft is the Program Director for the TMCEC.  
Prior to joining the Center, she worked as Project 
Attorney on the 7th edition of Dawson’s Texas 
Juvenile Law under contract with the former Texas 
Juvenile Probation Commission (TJPC) and as a 
Drafting Attorney in the Attorney General’s Open 
Records Division. Ms. Tefft received her Bachelor’s 
degree with honors in Sociology and Economics from 
Southwestern University in Georgetown, Texas, and 
her Juris Doctorate with honors in May of 2007 from 
Mercer University School of Law in Macon, Georgia. 
She also received a certificate in Legal Writing and 
Research from Mercer. While in law school, Ms. Tefft 
clerked in the Narcotics Division of the Bibb County 
District Attorney’s Office. 
 
RYAN KELLUS TURNER 
 
Mr. Turner is General Counsel and Director of 
Education for the Texas Municipal Courts Education 
Center.  Prior to joining the Center, he served as 
Briefing Attorney for Judge Sharon Keller at the 
Texas Court of Criminal Appeals.  Mr. Turner 
obtained his juris doctorate from Southern Methodist 
University School of Law.  He received his Bachelor's 
Degree in Psychology with highest honors from St. 
Edward's University, Austin, Texas, where he now 
teaches as an adjunct faculty member in the School of 
Behavioral and Social Sciences.  In 2004 he received 
the School’s Adjunct Teaching Excellence Award.  
 
Mr. Turner is currently Deputy City Attorney for the 
City of Dripping Springs and previously served as a 
Special Assistant County Attorney for Kendall 
County. 
 
A native Texan, Mr. Turner was raised in the north 
Texas town of Vernon.  He is the co-author of the 
books Lone Star Justice: A Comprehensive Overview 
of the Texas Criminal Justice System and The 
Municipal Judges Book.  
 
He is currently an advisory committee member on the 
Texas Judicial Council’s Juvenile Justice Committee 
which is charged with assessing the impact of school 
discipline and school-based policing on referrals to the 
municipal, justice, and juvenile courts and identifying 
judicial policies or initiatives that work to reduce 
referrals without having a negative impact on school 
safety; limit recidivism; and preserve judicial 
resources. 

 
 



CAMERON VANN 
Cameron Vann has been licensed as an attorney since 
1982.  After graduating from the University of Texas 
with a Bachelor of Science and from the University of 
Houston with a Master of Education, she pursued a 
teaching and administrative career in Spring Branch 
Independent School District.  
 
Cameron then earned her Doctor of Jurisprudence 
from the University of Houston and joined a mid-size 
civil litigation firm.  In l985 she opened her private 
practice in Houston, focusing on probate and elder law 
until her retirement in 2003.  While practicing in 
Houston Cameron served on several boards and 
received awards for her work from Baylor College of 
Medicine, Alzheimer Association, Mental Health 
Association, Association of Women Attorneys, and 
Rotary. 
 
After deciding that she had too much energy to retire 
permanently, Cameron moved to Austin to work at 
Advocacy, Inc. representing clients with mental health 
disabilities.  While at Advocacy, she served on the 
Mental Health Community Committee and the Jail 
Diversion Committee.  She is a past board member of 
the Travis County Women Lawyers Association. 
 
Joining the Texas Lawyers Assistance Program 
(TLAP) staff at the State Bar of Texas in July 2008, 
Cameron works with lawyers, judges and law students 
who experience depression and alcohol or drug 
dependency, to connect with resources for recovery.  
If there is someone in the legal community struggling 
with these issues, make a confidential referral to 
TLAP at 512-427-1453 to get help. 
 
Cameron and her husband Charlie own Barrington 
Bed and Breakfast in Washington-on-the-Brazos, 
Texas, and have a son in Austin and daughter in 
Washington, D.C. 
 



 

TEXAS MUNICIPAL COURTS ASSOCIATION 
TEXAS MUNICIPAL COURTS EDUCATION CENTER 

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS - FY 2013 
 
 
 

President 
Hon. Brian Holman 
Presiding Judge 
City of Lewisville 
P.O. Box 299002 
Lewisville, TX 75029-9002 
972/219-3419 
FAX: 972/219-3708 
EMAIL: bholman@cityoflewisville.com  
 
President-Elect 
Hon. Julie Escalante 
Presiding Judge 
City of Baytown 
3120 N. Main St. 
Baytown, TX 77521 
281/627-1978 
FAX: 281/420-5810 
EMAIL: julie.escalante@baytown.org 
 
First Vice-President 
Hon. Sharon Hatten 
Municipal Judge  
City of Midland 
406 East Illinois 
Midland, TX 79702-1152 
432/685-7300 
FAX: 432/685-7319 
EMAIL: shatten2018@yahoo.com 
 
Second Vice-President 
Hon. Robin A. Ramsay 
Presiding Judge 
City of Denton 
601 E. Hickory, Suite D 
Denton, TX  76205 
940/349-8139 
FAX: 940/349-9924 
EMAIL: raramsay@cityofdenton.com 
 
Secretary 
Ms. Hilda P. Cuthbertson 
Municipal Court Administrator 
City of Bryan 
P.O. Box 1000 
Bryan, TX 77805 
979/209-5424 
FAX: 979/731-1760 
EMAIL: hcuthbertson@bryantx.gov 
 
Treasurer 
Hon. Robert C. Richter, Jr. 
Presiding Judge 
City of Missouri City 
1350 NASA Parkway, Ste. 200 
Houston, TX 77058 
281/333-9229 
FAX: 281/333-1814 
EMAIL: richter333@juno.com  

Region I Director 
Hon. Jan Matthews 
Municipal Judge 
City of Wilson 
P.O. Box 22 
Wilson, TX 79381-0022 
806/470-5474 
FAX: 806/628-6223 
EMAIL: lubbock7@gmail.com 
 
Region II Director  
Hon. Ninfa Mares 
Presiding Judge  
City of Fort Worth 
1000 Throckmorton 
Fort Worth, TX 76102 
817/392-6715 
FAX: 817/392-8670 
EMAIL: Ninfa.Mares@fortworthtexas.gov 
 
Region III Director 
Hon. Bonnie Goldstein 
Presiding Judge 
City of Royse City 
P.O. Box 140940 
Dallas, TX 75246 
214/321-3668 
FAX: 214/321-8429 
EMAIL: bgoldstein@blgpclaw.com 
 
Region IV Director  
Hon. Phyllis Rogers 
Presiding Judge 
City of Sulphur Springs 
312 South David St., Ste A 
Sulphur Springs, TX 75482-2794 
(903) 885-7454 
FAX: (903) 438-9548 
EMAIL: plrogers3@yahoo.com 
 
Region V Director 
Ms. Linda Gossett 
Court Administrator 
City of San Angelo 
110 S. Emerick St. 
San Angelo, TX 76903-5510 
325/657-4368 
FAX: 325/657-4566 
EMAIL: samc@wcc.net 
 
Region VI Director 
Hon. Kathleen Person 
Presiding Judge 
City of Temple 
401 North Third Street 
Temple, TX  76502 
254/298-5687 
FAX: 254/773-4301 
EMAIL: kperson@templetx.gov 
 

Region VII Director 
Hon. Edward Spillane 
Presiding Judge 
City of College Station 
P.O. Box 9960 
College Station, TX 77842-7960 
979/764-3850 
FAX: 979/764-3894 
EMAIL: espillane@cstx.gov 
 
Region VIII Director 
Ms. Ellen Guerrant 
Court Administrator 
City of Texas City 
1004 9th Ave. N. 
Texas City, TX 77590 
409/643-5800 
FAX: 409/643-5716 
EMAIL: eguerrant@texas-city-tx.org 
 

Region IX Director 
Hon. Esmeralda Garcia 
Presiding Judge 
City of Houston 
1400 Lubbock St. 
Houston, TX 77002-1526 
713/247-5464 
FAX: 713/247-8747 
EMAIL: esmeralda.garcia@houstontx.gov 
 

Region X Director 
VACANT 
 
Past President 
Hon. Donna Starkey 
Municipal Judge  
City of Alvin 
216 W. Sealy 
Alvin, TX 77511 
281/388-4251 
FAX: 281/331-6646 
EMAIL: dfstargate@aol.com 
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Staff Roster 
 

Hope Lochridge 

Executive Director 

Email: lochridge@tmcec.com 

 

Rebecca Wermund 

Program Assistant II 

Email: wermund@tmcec.com 

Ryan Turner 

General Counsel & Director of Education 

Email: turner@tmcec.com 

 

Jameson Crain 

Multimedia Specialist 

Email: crain@tmcec.com 

 

Mark Goodner 

Program Attorney / Deputy Counsel 

Email: goodner@tmcec.com 

 

Deadra Stark 

Research Assistant 

Email: stark@tmcec.com 

 

Katie Tefft 

Program Attorney 

Email: tefft@tmcec.com 

 

Pat Ek 

Registration Coordinator 

Email: ek@tmcec.com 

 

Margaret Danforth 

Administrative Director / Controller 

Email: danforth@tmcec.com 

 

Crystal Ferguson 

Communications Assistant  

Email: ferguson@tmcec.com 

 

Tessa Madison 

Program Coordinator 

Email: madison@tmcec.com 

 

Tracy Carson 

Administrative Assistant 

Email: carson@tmcec.com 
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TTMMCCEECC  MMEERRCCHHAANNDDIISSEE,,  PPUUBBLLIICCAATTIIOONNSS  &&  VVIIDDEEOOSS   
 
 
Apparel 
     Caps              $15.00 
     Golf Shirts            $25.00 
     T‐Shirts             $15.00 
     V‐Neck T‐Shirts          $15.00 
     Youth T‐Shirts            $12.00 

   Denim Shirts            $40.00 
   Ties              $15.00 
   Shoe Mittens            $10.00 $7.00! 
   Baby Onesies          $12.00 

 

Miscellaneous 
Stress Ball          $3.00 
Gavel Pin              $5.00 
Teddy Bears          $12.00 

 

Food /Beverage Items 
     Pocket Koozies          $3.00 
     Ceramic Mugs          $10.00 
     Travel Mugs (Metal)        $10.00 
     Travel Mugs (Got Warrants/Got Evidence)   $15.00 
 

Office Supplies 
Gavel Sets          $41.00   

   

Publications 
Code Book (Texas Criminal and Traffic Law   $41.00 $22.00! 

Manual: Judicial Edition)     
TMCEC 2011 Bench Book       $25.00 $10.00! 
TMCEC 2011 Forms Book       $25.00 $10.00! 
The Municipal Judges Book      $25.00 
TMCEC 2011 Bench Book &       $5.00 
      Forms Book DVD           
Clerks Study Guides I & II       $25.00 $10.00! each 
Clerks Study Questions III       $10.00 
Quick Reference Trial Handbook      $10.00 
Rules of Evidence Handbook      $10.00 
The Recorder          $35.00 annual subscription rate 

  Class C Handbook         $10.00 
Essential Spanish for the        $10.00 
      Municipal Courts         

  Child’s Lonestar Book        $10.00 
  A Day in Municipal Court (Coloring Book)    N/C (Spanish & English Versions) No Charge 
 
Videos               VHSs    DVDs 

I Object Video          $10.00    N/A 
Authority and Duties Video      $10.00    $20.00 
Role of M.C.          $10.00    $20.00 
Pro Se Defendant        $10.00    $20.00 
IDEA                $20.00 
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